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N72 order to „basal Children of Uirael to a tus fe 
of their guik in departing from the living God, the 
prophet reminds them of the many inſtances of the divine 
regard they had been favoured with; amongſt the reſt, 
that the means of grace and true religion had been conti- 
nued to them, from their firſt becoming his people to 
that day; through the medium, not only of à perpetual 
priefthood,” but alſo of Prophets and Nazarites, who by 
doctrine and example held forth their duty and happineſs | 
to them. I raifed up of your ſons for Prophets, and of 
your young men for Nazarites. And for the truch of this, 
and to awaken their attention to the great importance of 
the favour, he appeals to their conſciences in the clauſe 
following the text—/s it not even fo, 0 qe Children of 
Jfrad? faith the Lord. 25 


A2 The 


41 

The prigſ load amongſt that people went by inheritance; 
not ſo the office of the prophet, or the religious ſervice of 
the Nazarite ; they were rai/ed up by the Tpecial hand of 
Gop from time to time, as he ſaw it neceſſary. The 
priefis read, and expounded the ritual law, the prophets 
chiefly the moral, calling the people to repentance, and 
enforcing their calls, by prophetic premiſes ant thyeat- - 
nings. And we read of a prief, by the order of a fing, 
going to conſult a prophet, yea a prophete/s, on the great 
buſineſs of their duty. : 

The prophets had their fchovls or colleges, to which the 
younger, who had received ſome general prophetic gifts, 
reſorted and Tivel together, under the cate du tuitioh of 
ſome elder and more eſtabliſhed prophet, in order t im- 

prove their gifts by the proper exerciſes of devotion and 
ſtudy. Theſe young pupils were fliled the /ons of the pro- 
_Phets, on account of the inſtruction and patronage they 
thus received from their ptincipalact We have not Ihe 
particular of their hiſtory, yet from the reaſon and na- 
ture of things may juſtly conclude, that none were ad- 
mitted into theſe academies or colleges, but ſuch as Gov 
had raiſed up; or who diſcovered ſome ſigns of the pro- 
phetic ſpirit ; which, tho' ſo ſignal a giſt of Gon, was /o 
imparted as to leave room for further cultivation bypraper 
inftruftion and application. A circumſtance, by the way, 
that affords a pretty full conſutation of their reaſonings 
who object to the utility of human means of improv- 
ing the mind, preparatory to the work of the goſpel 


| 1 
Kings xxil, 12, 1g. + 2 Kings iv, 2g, vi. 1. 8 Kings 
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The Nazariues, were juifens fipmated by © ſputhboow 
of conſecration, or devotion to the ſervice of Gon; as 
you may fee at large in the fixth chapter of the book of 
Numbers. They were bound by their vow to particular 
inſtances of ſelſ· denial. mortification, and holineſs; and 
were ready to ſerve Gop, and the intereſt of religion, in 
any manner, or inſtance, be ſhould appoint them; hows 
ever, always by the purity of their doftrine, and the luſtre 
of their example. Such were Samuel, Samp/on, Fokn the 
Baptifh, and others.* The Nazerite, therefore, was a cha- 
rater of great eſtimation and honour amongſt the people 
of GoÞ under the Old Teſtament, as appears from its ap- 
application to Zo/eph by way of encomium.+ And what 
the Prophets and Nazarites were, in general, under the 
ters of the goſpel are under the new; even the miniſters of 
Gov, ſor the inſtruRtion of mankind in the great concerns 
of religion and righteouſneſs, and the pointing out to their 
attention the conſequences of their obedience on the ene 
hand, and their diſobedience on the other. And thus 
you ſee the words of our text may be very properly accom- 
medated to the preſent times, and afford us ſome materials 
ſuitable to the deſign of this anniverſary meeting. And 

here we may obſerve two things, 
I. That the true and faithſyl miniſters of religion are of 
God's raifing up. 
II, That bis raifing . 
n and a token of his diſtinguiſh- 


I. That 
+ Gen. 


1 6 ] 
1. That che true and faithful miniſters of religion are 
of ae e 1 88- 


This wis \molt-certainly; the caſo r 


Prophets and Nazarites in the old Teſtament church, as 
the text declares ;—This was as evidently the caſe of the 
Apoſtles and. firſt miniſters of the word mentioned. in the 
nem Teſtament. . The band of Cop was diſtinguiſhingly 
ſeen in their calling, gifts, and abilities for the extraordi- 


nary. buſineſs aſſigned them. And this, in the general, has 


been the caſe in all the ages of the church ſince, even to 
this day; and that as really, tho' not in ſo extraordinary 
and conſpicuous a manner as then When our Lord ſays 
Lo! I am with you always to the end of the world, * he 
plainly intimates, that he would continue the miniſtry 
of the goſpel to the end of time. And not merely be 
wich the apoſtles to the end of the then preſent age. 
For, as Dr. WWhitby on the place well obſerves, Chriſt 
ſays not.wapa; Ta; mula; the, as he would have done bad 


be meant to the end of their days only but ances de 


est, every day ww; Th; oviladiag v e, unto; the end of 


the world. And fo this evangeliſt uſes the words elfe- 


where. And the apoſtle aſſures us that GOD  /{ts 
in fig church, not only prophets and apafiles and 
evangeliſls, which were neceſlary, ſor extraordinary 
purpoſes in the firit ages of the church; but alſo 
foflours and teachers, 1 ſuch as are always nece 
The apoſtle Paul, leſt Titus in Crete to ordain elders in 
every City, + which ſhews that, ſucceſſion! of, minifters 
in che churches, for its government, e and 

; edification 


Nel. x1 xxvmi. 20, ng 4 * $Epbeſ. i iv. 11. 
2 Nil, 28. + ite Jo - en“ 
nile 50 64 * 
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— was intended. And ide "npibing « can be 
more evident, than that the flate of human nature in 
general, and of the church in particular, requires ſuch 
a meaſure, and that there is a ſuitability in it to anſwer 
the end; while the Hiſtory of the Church ſhews' that 
this has been the matter of fat; or that there always 
has been a ſucceſſion of men, from the times of the 
apoſtles to this day, to teach and to preach the things 
concerning the hingdom of Gov ; to pray in and with the 
church, and call men to repentance, faith and holineſs. 
And 'whiat ſhews the hand of God in this matter the 
more conſpicuouſly is, that this has been the caſe even 
in times of the ſevereſt trials, when the church 
laboured under the moſt dreadful perſecutions. from its 
enemies, and the miniſtry could not be undertaken but 
at the hazard of all that mankind hold moſt dear and 
valuable in this life. ©. | 
And even at this day, the chriſtian miniſtry, eſpecially | 
amongſt Proteſtant Diſſenters, is ſo poor and deſpicable 
a calling in the general eſtimation, ' and the faithful 
diſcharge of its duties attended with ſo many diſcourage- 
ments, and requires ſo much ſelf-denial and mortiſica- 
tion to the world, that ſcarcely any thing but a peculiar 
meaſure of the grace of Gop, and the over-ruling power 

of his hand can be rationally ſuppoſed to determine young | 
then of any tolerable natural abilities, and with much 
fairer worldly proſpefis before them in the common 
walk' of life, to give themſelves up to it—and yet this 
is aQually and notoriouſly the caſe. — | 
Where, indeed, great worldly honours and emolu- 
went are held out to View, and invite the young candi- 
A4 date, 
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date, ibo“ but with the hope of, enjoying, them. no. 
wonder there ſhould be numbers prevailed on to take. 
upon, them the ſacred charafer, as the neceſſary medium 
of that enjoyment : eſpecially among thoſe in the lower 
Nations, and ſtraiined circumſtapces of life, and; whoſe, 
ſouls are mean enough to become ihe ſlaves of. filthy; 
Mammon. But where nothing of this kind is to be ex - 
pefted, but an the contrary many trials of afflition ;, the. 
proſpeR of, poverty and want, and.conſequently comempt ;. 
or at the moſt the. hope of procuring the bare neceſſacies of. 
a decent liſe—and even ibis ioo oſten dependent / on the 
capricious humours, and imbittex'd with the o 
inſolence of wealthy pride, and. the, beart-piercing, 
thought of leaving, at the. cloſe of, it. a beloved wi ſe. and 
children. in_the utmoſt diſtreſs Where this. is the <aſe,. 
ay it too commonly is amongſt Proteſtant-Dillenters (tho! 
ſome few of us are more happy) What, buy, the ſpecial. 
hand. of Goo and. his grace, cayld_ſlir.up and embalden 
the, heart of, a_ſerious . thoughtful, youth, of cagacity ſor 
living id the, world, to devorg himſelf to the, work of, the. 
miniſtry in. out. chusches ? Id. ppint. of.. merle iietell. 
hongur, and. comlort,, the, loweſs, mechanic. of any, 
tolepable ingenpity, is upon a far more eligible, fogting,. 

But here, perhaps, it will be objeRted.. ** That tho' 
there hay been. a ſucceſhon. of men. bearing the. character 
of, minillers of the gſpel in the. church. even 0. his day, 
yet are. there not: numbers under that charatter,, who. ap». 
* to haye been aid. ug by, Abemſelxes, ox by men 

e themſelves, inſligated. by ibę luſt: of filly. lucree ot 
| the, vain ↄpplauſes of, the multitude, ayd. ſome of them 

Andr ed of eyes the. firſt, prigciples, of "Um 
| | | an 
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therefore, can never/be.{aid-to. be. raiſed: up by the ie 
and holy COD. | How, chen ſhall we; know whos are?!” 
I anſwer— Whomloever Gon rai/eth up to ibis important! 
work, he moſt certainly. qualifieth.foriity and in the coutſe 
ol his.. provideace;. aflords particular accafions:and- ops 
portunities ſor-thoſe qualifications to appeur- Tbe judges 
ol theſe quali cation · and the divine deſignatĩon. muſt: be 
ſueh a have themſelves. felt. the power: of the goſpel. 


and appeas to live: under, its influence; - particularly; = 


ſerious, ſolid, and judicious, minaſters,, who. n n 
ſelves held in general reputation. 


It ãs true. tha boſt and wiſeſt of, men e | 


on and deceived in theit judgment here; but this will bo: 
ſeldom, if, they are ſufficiently cautious: and: impartial. 
They will, therefore, expe! to find, in every candidate: 


abilities; a; quick; diſcernment. and ſolid judgment in 
divine things; . ailively reliſh and \cnlanged e xperienen oſ 
the: groce of Gon ;—An underſtanding) enlightoed ina; 
ine great leading trutha of the.goſpel; and an heave fxomghy 
impeeſsd: with: them An ardemt love toi the ; word ob 
Gopy and a diſpoſition and capacity ſor the udo ii 
Awarm:zeal for promoting the glory oſ Gos, the intereſts 
of; the -Redeemer's:kingdom, and the. eternal - welſara / of 
mankind.— That he not only underſtandsreligion im- 
ſel but is at teach, or communicate - what he kndws, 
in an inſtruſtive and awakening! manner to othersg is 
capable of leading and animating their devotions by the: 
giſus and grace and ſpirit oſ prayer, andclikely ta enſoraa 
the whole by the powerful perſuaſion of a truly!rpawwsy 


for the goſpel miviſtry—tolerably, good natural meniab = 


11% ] 
holy and benevolent converſation; and ſhould appear to 
engage in this work freely and with all his heart, from - 
truly religious principles and views. And even with- 
theſe qualiſications the candidate ſhould be regularly 
called and folemnly ſet apart to the work, with proper 
teſtimonials of his abilities and appointments, according 
to the rules we find in the goſpel. For how fhall they 
preach 'rxcept they be ſent? They cennot with any 
propriety ſend themſelves, nor bear witneſs of themſelves 
alone, as ſent by Gon, This indeed, is too often done 
by the forward and ſelf-conceited, who perhaps mean 
well, and by the artful and deſigning. | Nor is 2 
miſſion ſrom thoſe who have no proper power or right 
to give it, fufficient in this caſe—It ſhould be, - therefore, - 
from ſome regular church or chriſtian ſociety, or regular 
miniſtry, - or both. And when all theſe circumſtances 
combine, there is ſufficient evidence that the perſon in 
queſtion is'raz/ed up of GOD to miniſter in holy things 
to his church: But without theſe qualifications{(in ſome 
good degree at - leaſt) his moſt: pompous and ſolemn in- 
veſtiture with the form of the ſacred office by the hands 
of the greateſt of men will be all nothing; wbile with . 
them, whatever may be the mode of his call and inveſtiture; - 
whether that. of. dioceſan epiſcopacy, . ſcotch preſbytery, . 
1 mn one 
raiſed up of Go. 

II. I have obſerved, eee 
of faithful miniſters in his church is an ineſtimable bleſſ- 
ing, and a token of bis diſtinguiſhing love. This is what 
the. text RS — and will ep appear if 
dre 2 2 


0 Rom, X. 15» 


(fu: } 


| 1ſt, The nature and deſign, of the goſpel. miniſtry in. 
general; which is to condutt | the public worſhip in the 
moſt orderly, decent. and edifying manner Io lead the 
| hearts of the people to Gop, in prayer and thankſgiving, 
and publiſh the wind of, Gon te hem en it, ljes, in his 
word To preach the everlaſting goſpel, or declare the 
eternal counſels; of grace, mercy, and peace from Gon 
our father, . and the Lord Jeſus CERIST to ſinſul men 
Shew them faithfully their guilt and pollution, warn 
them of their danger, and tell them what they muſt do, 
to be ſaved.— To preach | the unſearchable riches of 
CHE The awful and delightful glories of his perſon, 
the deſign of his mediation, the perſeQtion of his ſacrifice 
and righteouſneſs, the plenitude of his power, and the 
ſreeneſs of bis grace. And from theſe great and intereſt» 
ing topics to perſuade men to, repent, belieye and live— 
Turn them from darkneſs unto light, from the power of 
Sauen unto Gop, that they might receive forgiens/s of fns 
and an inheritance amongſt them that are ſandhified, ® 
This is the main end, of the goſpel miniſtry; an end 
of the utmaſt conſequence 10 the glory gf Goo, the 
eternal welfare of mankind, and, under Providence, to 
the very being of religion in our world: and conſequently 
a bleſſing of the greateſt worth and excellency,—A bleſſ. 
ing moſt wonderfully ſuited to the ſpiritual blindneſs, 
guilt, and pollution, and every. way undone condition of 
ſinful man; and therefore, peculiarly welcome to the 
hearts of all that ſee and feel their wretchedneſs ; who 
all with one voice are ready to cry out, in the language 
of the prophet How  beantifyl are the feet of him that 
bringah 


woe! 
* 


* AA, xxv, 18. 
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mene 
and ſaith to Zion Thy GOD xenoNETH ® | 

N will, perhaps, be objected here That we have the 
Bible' in a language we all underſtand, and may there 
read and learn, the great kings of Gov, and our eternal 
Feace, our duty and our happineſs; and conſequently, 
that there is no occaſion for the preachings of fallible 
men”, In anſwer to this t is allowed that the Bible is 
a moſt ineftimable bleffing ; the rich treafury of all 
evangefical truth, the only external infallible guide to 
happineſs. Bat we find by long experience that this is 


not all that is neceſſary to the ends propoſed by infinite 
wiſdom in that revelation, The generality of mankimd 


pay very Intle regard to their Bibles, but give up their 
whole hearts to the buſinefs and pleafures of this world; 
and, therefore, ſtand in need of being continually re- 
minded of the divine cometm of that book; and to have 
their attention calted to 'a more ſerious and praftical 
regard to what they already know and believe, The 
knowtedge they have is very partial and ſuperficial, and 
their hearts miſerably unafſefte# by it. Their under- 
fandings, therefore, wum to be further enlightened 
into the meaning of the feripture, and their hearts to 
be more firongly impreſſed with its infinite importance; 
Even the viſeſt and beſt of men have been aways ready 
to acknowledge their need of the aſſiſtance this way de- 
rived, and have eſteemed the ſofa? nee 
the greateſt bleffings of their Ives. 


The ſcriptures, therefore, do not ſuperſede the uſe and 


neceſſity of the conſtant public miniſtry of the truths 


| they 
0 Ila. bi, T» 
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they contain : nor dow i it that infinite Nn 
| ever intended they ſhould ; but jull the e contrary 

vaſt and cotngrehenlive | be of theſe 0% Wha the 
great variety of indruftive and afefing lights in which 
2 beſet; the} ignorance, careleſneſs, and { Aupidity 
of 3 their pronenels to N great 
concerns of demonſtraie, with Akin 
| * of ide cost en- 
good wen, to Werd enſorce 


natural fitneſs apd rendency | in repreſeniing fi fuch \ glorious 
and intereſting truths, eig voce, or in verþyl diſcourſes, 
to awaken, and impreſs the minds of. the hearers; 
eſpecially when deliver'd with fer rigulnels and energy, by 
men whole hearts are Rrongly impreſs'd vich them, and 
who are _zealoully concern'd to ſpeak to the inward 
ſeelings, the underſtandings. and conſciences of their 
hearers.. And when we conſider that this is the appoint- 
went of Bob himſelf, and auended with. the 'promile 
ol his preſence and bleſſing, it comes recommended to 
us 23 an afſeRing inſtance of his goodneſs and mercy, 
for which we can never be enough thankful.—And, in- 
deed, there are very ſe of thoſe who live in their ſins, 
Ranger to the renewing grace of Gon, that pay much 
regard to the ſacred writings. Many of them never read | 
them at all, and others do it only in a light, curſory 
and inatteotive manner, without any concern abaut 
ſeeling, or even underſtanding, what they read. If ever 
any of them bave been brought to à ſerious and devout 
attention 40 their Bibley, it has generally been owing to 

what 
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what they have met with in + the. public! inllitutions of 
religion, and particularly hearing the word preached, 

It 15 vot mere knowledge, even in religion, that will 
avail to our happineſs. The main thing. is how the 
moral ſeclings of the mind are affeRted. ' Men that know 
. great deal, ofien feel but like. To work upon thele 
"feelings, the conſtantly inculcating even "well-known 
_ truths, . and diſplaying their importance in a "iviog 
"miniſtry," i of the utmoſt Conſequence” to "the making 
ſuch deep and laſting impreſſions on' the hearts of men 
as are neceſſury to their eternal bappineſs. - <6 

ad. The importance of à conſtant golpe el mini 
vill alſo Abel, if we conſider the happy effefls aQually 
produced by it. For inſtance (1) It has been, 20 fil 

is, the uſual means of the converſion of the wicked; 0 con- 
vincing them of ſin and of righteouſneſs ; zwabening their 
conſciences, and perſwading' them to forſake their evil 
thoughts and ways and turn unto the Lond: ot, in a word, 
the means in the hand of the divine ſpirit of eſfecting 
that GREAT EHANGE which our Lon calls being bo?n 


again, and without which we adus fee rut Kit GDOM. 


z $i 72 979; 1. bh 


or Go. 

At the firſt preaching of che goſpel, after the ap- 
, pearance "of Cants7 | in our fleſh,  and' his aſcenſion 
Into heaven, we find vaſt numbers of people before dead 


in freſpaſſes and fins, quickned together With him. The 


Jews forſook their vain traditions, and falſe righteoufneſs 
to embrace” the dottrines of evangelical truth, ' and the 
righteouſneſs finiſh'd'uipon'the croſs; the Gentiles turned 


' ſom thei? dumb idol, and the vordrof man's agilen to Jerve 


the living GoD, and embrace the word of his grace. Men 
that 


* . - 
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hat were before immerſed in the groſſeſt impurities | were 
" renewed: and functifted— The beart once the vile neſt of 
diabolical pafflenb, beraine the Mabitation of God through 
"the Hirn; und ihis in oppoliribii” to n che combined 
' powers of karth and hell. Ad, ub ke in the ane 
degree yet,” in be degree ibis has been the caſe ever 
"Fince, " evento this'day ; and ind preaching of the goſpel 
zs ſtill the grand inſtrument of zee "acti non the 
e Gn per of Sud intiF that C; ns 
Tt"is the, ſottctimies a reality dd ol 
other "times*þifticularly alarmitig provide nes, 

5 — Ties been the'theans'of A SC this 
great and important aleration' in the beats and Hes of 
men. But where tere is one inſtance of th HE by 
theſe means;'-there" are numbers by that of the public 
miniſtry. Not indeed of dhe converſion" of Jews and 
- Hearhens te. Cheiſtiasityi buti Whit in ſome reſpetis is 
more, iu e hw ron of mere Hominal und vicious oe 

Ane Ohriſtianity ib itt v power and) bdligeſs,.” 
0p ee our d mat has CIA 
hobſe of G with the moſt inveterme pyejudices 
againſt teligion; has found that preaching which) he was 
prepared to/ridibule; the very means of removing thoſe 
 prejudicds, chaſti ing that lovity vfiſpirit, and of pouring 
into his heart the love off GOD and of h CRHRTST, and 
ſo of produciag in him anew! and divine life. Thus 
faith ſlall comes by hearing the word 'of Codft—There is 
ſcarcely a town, or even à village, where” the goſpel-is 
faithfully | diſpenſed, but can produce à number of wit- 
neſles io the truih of this obſervation; · And I dare ſay, 
e , MO gry - that 
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that many of you here preſent can tefliſy—That tbe 
public miniſtry, has, either more immadiately or more 
remately, been the means of your converſion to Cop. 
Aud it ia nototious, that where the preaching of 
the divine word, has not bad chis more important 
eſſekt af turning the, finner antirely, from the evil 
aof his, ways; it has been the means of reſtraining 
him from, cuaning into that. excſs of. riot, he mould 
otherwiſe have done; and diſpoſed him to tbe,grattire 
"of Mien: alone a fo mod have been an 
3ptire ranger; and thus has beeathe, means of preſery- 
ing him from the many.miſcries attendant an a courſe 
of unreſtrained wickedneſs; zemdered. . him mare com- 
Jorjtahle in himſelf, and more uſeſul to ſociety. 
la) Ibe public ĩoſtitutions of rehgion, and perti enlarly 
the preaching of the goſpel, is do the principal iimean 
ol ſupporting und improvingitbe ſpiriiual and divine life, 
Where it is begun; ar. an dhe pale enpseſſeth it, of 
edifying ithe body of Cunigr.“ By this meats, eſpecially, 
the weak and doubting believer has ſound: hes faith and 
: hope Grengibned; the cold and languid have been 
warmed ad animated; the wavering confirmed, and the 
as, 86 es · horn babes us receive: the foncere milk of the word, 
ut me; may grow thereby - Receive it, that id, as GO 
vuimſelſ has appointed it h be adminifired. And, indeed, 
there never ws en inflance of a ſolid, lively Obriftian, 
- amongſt. tbe waglefQors (of the public miniſiry. Nor is it 
poſſible there; ſhould, der they are out of that courſe of 
things, of .aauſes and effefts, which the divine wiſdom 
and goodneſs have eſtabliſhed. 3. And 
| © Epheſ, iv. 22. + 1 Pet ü. 2. 
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(6) And as the power, ſo che comforts of the ſpiritual 
Ee, depend eminently upon the public preaching of the 
divine word. It is one part of the charge given to its 
minifters—Comfort ye, comfort ye my people—And the 


| faithful amongſt them make it their buſineſs to do ſo.— 


To this end they ſpeak much of CuxIsT, as the con/o- 
lation of Iſrael ;—Diſplay the all-ſufficiency of his ſacra- 
fice ; the preciouſneſs of his promiſes, and his never- 
failing faithſulneſs to make them good. The tenderneſs 
of his compaſſions, and his readineſs to ſuccour thoſe 
who are tempted. And while theſe treaſures of divine 
comfort are thus laid open — che afflited Chriſtian feels 
their heart-cheering power, and rejoices in it. 

It is true, he has been taught to conſider his Bible as 
the gest fountain of conſolation, and to exerciſe his 
ſeaſons of ſorrow, when even the Bible itſelf appears as 
a ſealed book to him. He reads and prays, and con- 
fiders, but finds not the comfort he wants, In this ex- 
tream diftreſs, and with an heart overwhelm'd with 
grief and ſear, and almoſt hopeleſs deſpondency, he has 
often gone into the Houſe of Gon, and found the de- 
firable bleſſing there. Something has been dropt in 
prayer, ot preaching, or both, that has been carried with 
divine power to his heart: The dark cloud that hung 
over his ſoul has been ſcattered, bis faith firengthned, 
his hope revived, and he has gone his way rejoicing, and 
Cs 
r 
here dl. poor and needy, and they who Ne. no 
often find their chief and moſt reviving A 

B Tho? 
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Tho” all the reſt of the week bowed down with labor 
and ſorrow, the day of the Lord returns, and gives them 


pleaſing hopes—They wait on their Gop in his public 
worſhip, and his hand wipes away the tear of affliction 


from their eyes, and pours in the balm of his gracious. 


love into their hearts. With peculiar propriety and 
emphaſis, therefore, our Lord ſays, The poor have the Goſpel 
preach d to them. And here too the more happy encreaſe 
their joys—find their graces cheriſhed—their aſſections 
fpiritualized—hold delightful communion with their GoÞ 
—are indulged with reviving foretaſles of the pleaſures of 
the everlaſting Sabbath, and are the more abundantly pre- 
pared for the full enjoyment of its buſineſs and bleſſedneſs 
in the heavenly world. Of ſuch uſe and importance is the 
conſtant public miniſtration of the Goſpel to the tem- 
poral and eternal intereſt of mankind. And it adds not 
a little to the pleaſure of this great bleſſing. when they 
who bring us theſe glad tidings are raiſed up amongſt our- 
felves ; and are near and dear to us in the bonds of 
nature or of grace; and ſuch as are in the younger years 
of life, and conſequently likely to be long uſeful in this 


important ſervice, to the Church and to the world. So 


the Text—and raiſed up of YOUR SON'S for Prophets, and 
of YOUR YOUNG men for Nazarites. And 'tis mentioned 
as a diſtinguiſhing favour to the Jews, that the Meſſiah 
ſhould be raifed up of their brethren. 

4.) The importance of the continuance of the Chrif. 
tian miniſtry amongſt us, will farther appear if we con- 
ſider the miſerable condition of mankind where it is 
— 5 ä And 
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And here I need not lead you abroad into the countries 
overſpread with heatheniſh darkneſs, or to the wretched 
people that fit, indeed, in the ſhadow of death, and re- 
mind you of their groſs ſuperſtition, and idolatry, no: 
we have, even in this Chriſtian and Proteſtant country, 
ſhocking and deplorable inſtances of the conſequences of 
the want of a truly evangelical miniſtry. Look into the 
towns and villages where there is no goſpel preached; 
what groſs. ignorance of religion, what vice and profane- 
neſs, and every kind of wickedneſs do you ſee? I ſay 
where the goſpel is not preach'd ; for there are, I fear, 
many places in this kingdom, with numbers of inhabi- 
tants, where there is no preaching at all, or very ſeldom : 
and many others, where, tho' there be ſomething under 
that name, yet with little more of the goſpel in it than 
we may find in the diſcourſes of the heathen philoſophers 
and moraliſts. A dialogue out of Plato, or a chapter 
out of Tully's offices, or Seneca's morals, would be every 
way as much to the purpoſe of promoting the ſpiritual 
and eternal intereſts of mankind, as many of the ſermons 
of thoſe who call themſelves Chriſtian miniſters. They 
preach, but it is not CHr1sT IEsUS the Lord, nor any 7 
thing properly, and genuinely evangelical. And the 
conſequence is, the people loſe ſight of the goſpel, and 
the right way of ſalvation, the peculiar duties of Chriſ- 
tianity, and the glorious proſpetts it opens to us in an- 
other world They know little or nothing of the character 
of Ctr1sT, or the great end and deſign of his amazing 
humiliation and death, and therefore in the very face of 
the lifeleſs harangues they hear from ſuch preachers, on 
the 
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the common thread-bare topics of mere morality, they 


become extreamly immoral; Their heads may, perhaps, 
be ſomewhat informed in the knowledge of their more 
general duties; but, for want of the goſpel motives, their 
hearts remain unaſſected, and for want of its ſpirit, un- 
renewed. The great ends of the goſpel miniſtry are to 
convince mankind of fin and of righteouſneſs; to warn 
the impenitent of their danger, encourage the peni- 
tent with the promiſes of pardon and eternal life, and 
form their minds to the reliſh and enjoyment of its 
felicity, But theſe great ends can never be anſwered by 
preaching any thing but the pure and genuine goſpel of 
CHrisT; by opening its gracious dottrines, and enforce- 
ing its duties from the conſideration of the love of Go 
therein maniſeſted ;]-CuR15sT crucified is the wiſdom and 
the power of God to ſalvation, and therefore the life and 
ſoul of all true morality ;—It is by kis vital ſpirit our 
minds are form'd to juſt notions of it, and a true reliſh 
for it—It is by kis love ſhed abroad in our hearts, that 
we are animated, indeed, to the practice of it It is this 
that melts us down into true repentance, inſpires us with 
real hungrings and thirſtipgs after righteouſneſs, ſup- 
ports us againſt temptation, and enables us to overcome 
this world, by opening to us the proſpect of a better, 
Without this Grace of our Lord Zeus Chrift, every ſyſtem 
of morals, however beautiful in appearance, is but a 
mere liſeleſs ſtatue, utterly incapable of communicating 
the leaſt vital influence to the hearts of men, No 
wonder then, that where the go/pe! is not preacked, 
ſpiritual darkneſs, impiety, and wickedneſs, ſhould pre- 

vail, 
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vail, or the mere form of godlineſs without the power 


as we fee in fact they do. 


Theſe people have, or may have, the Bible in their 


houſes, and hear ſuitable portions of it read in ſome of 
their places of worſhip; but for 'want of the great 
truths therein contained being particularly pointed out 


to them, and urged upon their attention, they pay little 


or no regard to them, and live, in reality, witkout Gor 
in the world. 


It is true, and ſhould be acknowledged with ſorrow, 


that even where the goſpel is preached in its purity and 
power, there are many who conſtantly hear it, that pay 


little or no regard to it, and live as wickedly as mere 
Heathens, and in ſome reſpefts more ſo, But, tho' this 


is the unhappy caſe of ſome, yet not of all There are 


many others in the ſame place, that are the wiſer and 
the better for the public miniſtry—Some, even of them 
who have long trifled with it, and abuſed it, have felt its 
ſaving power, and become eminent patterns of piety 
and virtue; and many others have been reclaimed from 
the more enormous vices. But look into the places 
where the goſpel is not preached, and you will ſcarcely 
find one, in ſome hundreds, that has any ſerious ſenſe 
of Religion, or the fear of God, and the love of the 


Lord Jxsus CyrIsT—Inſtead of this, they are groſoly 


vicious and profane, and moſt miſerably left in the 
darkneſs and corruption of the world that lies in 

wickedneſs. 
Does not then this demonſtrate, with the moſt abun- 
dant evidence, the vaſt, the infinite importance of a 
B g continued 
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continued goſpel miniſtry, and what an ineſtimable 
bleſſing it is ? Ceriainly it does. And I may, without 
farther argument, appeal to every feeling heart amongſt 
you who have any ſenſe of religion, any regard for the 
honour of Gos, the kingdom of CHRIST, the intereſt 
of virtue, the happineſs of your fellow-finners, whether 
you don't feel the truth that I am inculcating, and that 
you are forced to acknowledge, that it is even thus ! 


IMPROVEMENT, 


iſt, Hence then we b_ the great importance of 
exerting our utmoſt endeavours, in ſupporting and 
encouraging a truly evangelical miniſtry. We 2 
here be well too zealous ; ; and the miſerable coldue 
and indifference to religion which ſo greatly prevails 
amongſt us, calls aloud for our moſt vigorous efforts, 
God can indeed, accompliſh his purpoſes without the 
exertion of human power and wiſdom ; but he is pleaſed, 
generally, to make uſe of them as inſtruments in his 
band, and as ſuch he calls upon us to uſe them, And 
for the good purpoſe of continuing ſuch a miniſtry 
amongſt us it is certainly of great importance, to look 
out for ſuch, young perſous eſpecially, whoſe hearts 
it appears Gop has inclined to this great work, and to 
whom he has imparted the leading qualifications for it, 
and, as the caſe requires, ſupport and encourage them 
in their preparatory ſiudies. This is the profeſſed deſign 
of the Bx1sTOL EDUCAT1oN-SOCIETY. A deſign 
truly noble and important, and every way worthy of all 


the countenance we can poſlibly give it: And, bleſſed 
| be 
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be Gon, we can argue in favour of it, not only from 


probable conjectures in theory, but alſo from matter of 


fail. —We have abundant proof, that it has hitherto, 


actually anſwerd the end intended, with remarkable 


fucceſi, Several deſtitute churches have by this means 


been ſupplied with ſerious and uſeful preachers, which 


otherwiſe muſt, in all appearance, have mourn'd the 


want of them as ſheep without a ſhepherd; and their 
profane neighbours have been left to wander on in the 
broad road to deſtruftion, without one ſerious call to 
repentance, one ſerious invitation to look to the only 
name given under Heaven for ſalvation, but ſome of 
whom are now rejoicing in it, and others giving hope 
of their ſoon ſharing in the fame grace. - '' 

And certainly we have reaſon to conclude that what 
has been begun ſo apparently under the auſpices of 
Divine Providence, will ſtill be ſmiled upon by it, and 
that this little ſeminary of learning and piety will prove 
a growing nurfery from whence many deſtitute churches 
in future ſhall be ſupplied, with able miniſſers of the 
new Teftament. | 

It muſt, therefore, give unutterable pleaſure to you, 
my dear and honoured friends, who are the encouragers 
of this excellent and important inſtitution, to refle& 
upon the happy, happy conſequences, of your truly 
Chriſtian zeal and charity exerted in its ſupport. The 
money this way expended, has certainly been well ſpent; 
and, if proceeding from the good principle I truſt it 
does, will be ſo far from being loſt that you will find 

it 
4 
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it at laſt a treaſure laid up in beaven, with * 
intereſt, to your unſpeakable and everlaſting ſelicity. . 
1 am ſenſible, that ſuch of you as enjoy more than 
the neceſſaries of life, in your reſpeRive Rations, bave. 
many calls upon your benevolence, which I earneſily 
wiſh you to regard, as I truſt you do; but there are none, 
conlider'd every way, ſo great and important as this. 
Hete the ſpiritual food, and even the eternal liſe of 
precious ſouls, the glory of Gop, the joy of the Re- 
deemer, are eminently concerned. What you do this 
way, extends its happy effeQs to the future and immor- 
tal world; and numbers amongſt the redeemed will 
have reaſon to bleſs Gon ſor you, thro' the endleſs 
ages of eternity ! I would, therefore, if I thought there 
was any occaſion for it, urge you with many exhortations, 
to continue, and if poſſible, enlarge your bounty here, 
And do call upon all others, who are lovers of CHRIST 
and his goſpel, whom this addreſs may reach, to lend 
their helping hand, in the watering and cherifhing this 
plant which, I truſt, we may ſay the right lan, of the 
Lord hath planted,* that the bleſſed fruit of it may be 
min more fair and abundant. This would he indeed 
honouring the Lord with their ſubſtance, \ and certainly meet 
with a gracions reward. Miniſters are, dying men, and 
their reſpettive churches in the appointed time, mult in 
courſe be reduced to a late of ſpiritual widowhood,- 
A ſad and melancholy ſtate at beſt, and would be de- 


plorable beyond deſcription, were there not an hope 
of t being again ren wich ae paſtours, And 
where 

* Pal. Ixxx. 1g. 6 Prov, iii. 9. 4 
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where more to the purpoſe of that important hope, ten 
they look, under Providence, than to theſe ſchools of 
the Prophets ? To this, under your patronage in particular, 
may they look without diſappointment to the late# ages} 
And may this, and every other ſeminary of ſound learns 
ing and piety, be favoured with the pefpetual ſraileg 
of our Gon, and be the happy means of diffuſing far 
and wide the pure ſpirit of grave Chrifinuits, aer 
and love! 

2. We learn, from what has been faid, the greatneft 
and difficulty of the work of a goſpel miniſter, and 
with what ſerious reverence, and humble truſt in Gon 
n ſhould be undertaken, - 

I truſt; that you my dear young friends, who are ſup. 
ported by tkis Society with a view to your engaging in 
that work, have again and again devoutly conſidet d 
the matter; and hat you are ſo habitually ſenſible of 
your own inſufficiency for it, as to lead you daily tg 
the throne of grace, and with the utmoſt earneſtneſa to 
plead there for grace to help you, that you. may be 
found diligent and faithful. If you look forward you 
will fee many trials and diſcouragements before you, 
and it will be no wonder if you ſhould meet with even 
more than you foreſee, But let not your hearts fail. 
That good GoD that has inclined you to this work will 
never leave nor forſake thoſe who humbly ſeek him 
and truſt in him, He hath ſaid, that as your day is your 
firength ſhall. be. His gracious preſence will render all 
ſupportable and eaſy to you beyond what you can now 
conceive, and .« even N in your tribu- 
lation. _ 
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Caſt all your fears at the foot of the croſs of Jesug—- 
Look up to his fulneſs; confide in his promiſes, lay 
hold on bis ſtrength ; conſider his trials and patience in 
inſtructing mankind. When afflicted for the want of 
facceſs in your labours, remember it was once the caſe 
with him. And, therefore, if faithful, tho' you may 
complain wich him in the pathetic language of the 
prophet I have labour d in vain, and ſpent my ftrength 
for nought, and in vain; yet you may alſo ſay with 
him—My judgment is willi the LoRD, ond my work 
with my Gov. * 

The more humble, hi denying, e e eos 
world you are, ſo much the better qualified for the 
goſpel miniſtry, and ſo much the more comfortable 
you will find it, be ſo much the more ornamental to it, 
and uſeful in it. When diſcouragements preſs upon 
you, remember, the cauſe you are engaged in, is the 
cauſe of God and his CurtsT, who will never ſuffer 
you to be tempted above what you are able, and that 
whatever you loſe in this world will be made up to you 
in the next. There is a REALITY in the promiſer of 
the goſpel, which you will find in proportion to your 
truſt in them to your delightiſul latisſaction. 

But while you thus encourage yourſelves in the Lord 
your God, let no pains or diligence be wanting for the 
improvement of your minds in uſeful knowledge. This 
is of greater conſequence to you than you may appre- 
hend. Human literature, tho“ not ab/olutely neceſſary 


to the _ miniſter, is n. important, hat- 
ever 
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ever they may ſay to the contrary who know nothing 
of it, and are puffed up with che vain conceit of their 
own ignorant minds. It has moſt certainly a tendency 
to enlarge and inyigorate the mental powers, and render 
them more capable of entering into, any ſubjeQ, and of 
illuſtrating it with greater  propriety.--—Had,, not the 
apoſtle Pau/ been a ſcholar, as well as divigely inſpired, 
we. ſhould ſcarcely have had the great | truths of the 
goſpel ſet in ſo full and ſtriking a light, as we find 
them to be in his writings... The other, apoſtles were 
divinely inſpired as well as he, and underſtood the 
goſpel as well, in every thing eſſential; but they haye 
none of them ſhewn that yaſt compaſs of thought, and 
grandeur of ſentiment, or deliver'd themſelves with 
that pathetic ſublimity of ſtile, and vigour of expreſſion 
he bath done. The natural powers of genius are the 
gift of Gop; The improvement of them in rational 
ſcience, is agreeable to his will, and eſſected by his 
bleſMng. And he is pleaſed. to make uſe, of theſe 
natural and improved powers of the human mind, for 
the carrying on his various deſigns in the world, and 
particularly in the great concern of religion ; and even 
under the influence of ſupernatural inſpiration, leaves 
them to operate according to that diverſity and peculi- 
arity his ſervants reſpeQtively poſſeſs, and that marks 
and diſtinguiſhes their particular mental characters. 


. Hence we ſee the copiouſneſs and pathetic livelineſs of 


Paul; the ſolid manlineſs of Peter; the plain, honeſt 
ſimpliciiy of James; and the tender benevolence and 
ſpirituality of John, very ſtrikingly apparent through all 
the glory of their reſpeRively inſpirgd writings. - 1 
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Let me then beſeech you, my dear young brethrep, 
to make jt your moſt ſerious care to improve your 
ſeveral diflerent geniuſes, and original caſts of mind, 
in the beſt manner you can, and hy all the means in 
your power. The work before you is great, important, 
awful ; and awful the account you muſt give of your 
part in it. But the Gop that has raiſed you up amongſt 
us for it, ir able, and willing, to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that you aſh, or think, according to the power 
that worketh in you. Study the ſcriptures much; not 
only critically, but above all devotionally ; and pray 
earneſtly over your meditations, that you may feel their 
power, taſte their ſweetneſs, and drink into their vital 
ſpirit. This is the way to be moſt uſeful, 
Laftly. If a goſpel-miniftry be ſo great and valuable 
a bleſſing, how thankful ſhould we be for it! How care- 
ful to improve it to the glory of Gon and our on 
' fpiritual and eternal Intereſt ! The people of this country 
have been long indulged in this ſpecial token of the 
divine favour. But what have their returns been ? 
how cold their gratitude, how tle their improvement! 
| The heavenly manna has been pour'd around their 
tents, but their ſouls have Joathed it as light bread,— 
They are too generally grown weary of hearing of 
ſalvation by a crucified CnxIsr. The doftrines of the 
goſpel are too humbling to their pride; and the 
precepts of the goſpel too mortifying to the ſpirit of 
licentiouſneſs they wiſh to indulge. They are hard 
 fayings which they cannot bear. Blefſed be Gop this 
is not univerſally the caſe. There are ſome that love 
| | | the 
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the miniſtry of the divine word, and find in it con. 
tinual refreſhment and comfort, are thankful for it, and 
wiſh and endeavour to improve the mercy. Let this 
be our concern and ſtudy, Let us labour to affet 
our minds, impreſs them deeply with the infinite im- 
portance of the bleſſing, and improve it in the growing 
ſpirituality of our hearts, the holineſs of our lives, and 
a zealous concern for its credit and ſupport. Let the 


| buſineſs of the world be regarded in its place; but let 


RELIGION be the ſupreme object of our attention 
Not the little noſtrums of a party about the modes of 
faith and worſhip, but the VITAL POWER OF GENUINE 
CHRISTIANITY, as it lies in the Bible unadulterated by 
the ſophiſtry of men aſſecting to be wiſe above what is 
written, where ſhe appears like herſelf, infinitely grand, 
awful, and delightful; moſt wonderfully adapted to 
inſpire the hearts of men with the brigheſt hopes, and 
to purify and unite them in the Lovs or GOD, the 
ſource and centre of all true felicity; whoſe is the 
kingdom, the power and glory now, and ever {hall be 


world without end, AMEN ! 


FINIS. 
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HOULD any of thoſe into whoſe hands this ſermon 
may fall, be diſpoſed to encourage the BRISs TOT 
EDUCATION-SOCIETY, by their liberal contributions, 
they are requeſted to tranſmit them to either of the fol- 
loving gentlemen, or to any of the other ſubſcribers to the 
inſtitution, in different parts of the kingdom. 

FnEDE RICK BULL, Eſq. Leadenhall-firect, London. 

Rev. Jonn ReyNoLDs, Artillery-Court, dito. 

Rev. J. RyLAN D, Northampton, 

Rev. R. RogIxsOoN, Cambridge. 

Jonn Burr. Eſq. Treaſurer, or 

Mr. MuLlLzTT, Secretary, in Briſtol. 

And ſuch as may be diſpoſed to favour the ſociety at 
their death, are requeſted to make uſe of the following 
form of donation. | | 

Item, J, A. B. do hereby give and bequeath the ſum of 

to the TRUSTEES for the time being, of a voluntary 
fociety commonly called or known by the name of The Briſ- 
tol Education-Society (which ſociety now uſually meet, or 
did lately meet, at the veſtry of the Baptiſi meeting-houſe, 
in Broadmead, Briſtol) the ame to be paid within 
months next after my deceaſe, out of my perſonal eſtate, 
and to be applied to the uſe of the ſaid ſociety. 
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